
CALS Board of Directors MeeƟng 
June 11, 2026, at 1:00pm 
Hybrid MeeƟng: Main Library & Zoom Video Call 

Board Members in aƩendance were Karama Neal, Luke Underwood, Madhav Shroff, 
Denise EnneƩ, Alexis Sims, David Finkbeiner, Ginann Swindle, and Audrey Evans. 
DusƟn McDaniel, Ryan Davis, Joyce Elliot, Esperanza Massana-Crane, and Jennifer 
Jamison were absent. 

Staff in aƩendance were Nate Coulter, Ray Terry, Nathan Smith, Leslie 
Blanchard, Gonzalo Hernandez, Andre Thornton, Ellen Samples, Heather 
Zbinden, Averille O'Neal Jr., Kate MaƩhews, Elizabeth Clements, Priscilla 
Barnes, and Carol Coffey. 

Others: Joe Flaherty of the Arkansas Democrat GazeƩe. 

AcƟon Items 
1. Discussion and ElecƟon of Members to the ExecuƟve Director Search 

CommiƩee  

Neal called the meeƟng to order. 

Neal thanked the Board members who have volunteered to serve on the ExecuƟve 
Director Search commiƩee. Shroff will chair this commiƩee. Neal also thanked the 
Board members that nominated community members to serve on the commiƩee. 
Neal put forth four names for the Board to consider. She added that they are all 
eager and available to serve. They are: Jess Porter, the ExecuƟve Director for UALR 
Downtown; Miguel Lopez, a local banker, patron, and member of the Arkansas Ethics 
Commission; Rachel Copeland, a patron and home-school co-op director; and 
Michael Chambers, the second most senior CALS staff member. 

Finkbeiner asked if only those four would be the nominees. Neal answered that 
there is no formal limit on the number of members, but the number of members 
should be a consideraƟon. She reminded the Board members that this commiƩee 
will only recommend applicants to the Board and that the ulƟmate authority for 
hiring the next ExecuƟve Director lies with the Board. Finkbeiner noted that he is 
worried about the commiƩee not represenƟng enough of the rural areas in the 



System. Finkbeiner asked the Board to consider appoinƟng Mary Larmoyeux, a 
local author and patron at the Milam branch. 

Evans noted that her nominees were not a part of this nominated slate, but that 
she trusted Neal's reasoning in this process. 

Sims added to Finkbeiner's earlier statement, arguing that all parts of the System 
should be represented and that the slate presented feels very LiƩle Rock focused. 
Neal reminded the 

Board that the nominees are not finalized and that regardless of someone's 
parƟcipaƟon in the commiƩee, there are ways they can sƟll be involved. 

Sims noted that Lopez was not a nominee submiƩed to the commiƩee by the 
deadline. Neal answered that the list of nominees consisted of names sent to her, 
not names that she intended to recommend. 

Neal asked Finkbeiner if he would like to amend the exisƟng moƟon. Finkbeiner 
answered in the affirmaƟve. The moƟon would now approve the original four 
nominees from Neal and would add Mary Larmoyeux as the fiŌh nominee. Sims 
seconded Finkbeiner's moƟon, and the amended moƟon passed unanimously. 

Neal thanked everyone for their parƟcipaƟon and reminded the group of the next 
steps from Bradbury Miller. She invited Shroff, as chair of the ExecuƟve Director 
Search commiƩee, to say a few words. Shroff thanked Neal and discussed the 
commiƩee's next steps. Evans asked that all commiƩee members commit to their 
role on commiƩee and to be prepared for the meeƟngs. 

Neal asked for a moƟon to adjourn. Finkbeiner made the moƟon to adjourn. The 
moƟon was seconded by Evans and passed unanimously. With no further business, 
the meeƟng adjourned 

at 1:20pm. 
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